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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
STARTING ANEW FROM SHENZHEN 
 
The Italian pavilion at the thirty-fourth edition of CHINAPLAS (Shenzhen, 13-16 April 2021) 
organized by Amaplast (trade association in CONFINDUSTRIA uniting over 160 manufacturers 
of plastics and rubber processing machinery, equipment, and moulds) will include some for-
ty companies in a space of 1,100 square metres. 
 
The Chinese tradeshow - which will be inaugurated in the Shenzhen fairgrounds instead of 
those in Canton, where it has always taken place in alternation with Shanghai - is the first 
specialized international fair to take place on an in-person basis after a year of lockdown 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
And it is certainly no surprise that CHINAPLAS is leading the way to the resumption of 
tradeshows for the plastics and rubber industry. After being the one to bear the initial im-
pact of the epidemic, the Chinese economy was the first to set out on the road to recovery 
and for some time now has recorded the highest growth rates. 
 
As regards the consolidated results for 2020 for the Chinese plastics industry, a recent study 
by a technical magazine reports that, in spite of the pandemic, 75% of companies ended the 
year with an increase in revenues with respect to 2019. As for 2021, over 90% of those sur-
veyed have a positive outlook and many have already implemented investment plans, main-
ly in advanced technology and automation. 
 
The strong participation of Italian manufacturers of plastics and rubber processing machin-
ery at CHINAPLAS 2021 - although their stands will be manned by local representatives, giv-
en the continuing restrictions on international travel - reaffirms the great strategic im-
portance of the Chinese market, which was ranked fifth among destination markets for Ital-
ian exports in the sector in 2020. Indeed, at approximately 145 million euros, the value of 
Italian-made technology did not shift far from the peak of 150 million for the decade 
reached in 2019. And extruders and extrusion lines continue to represent a significant share. 
Built on a turnkey basis and offering maximum flexibility, these are high-tech systems en-
hanced with Industry 4.0 solutions unlike anything that Chinese converters are likely to find 
on the local market. 
 
As always, the Italian collective at CHINAPLAS 2021 includes many Amaplast members: 
AMUT, BANDERA LUIGI, BAUSANO & FIGLI, BORGHI, CEMAS ELETTRA, CMS, COLINES, 
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COMERIO ERCOLE, ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS, FRIGEL FIRENZE, GAP, HELIOS ITALQUARTZ, MA-
TEX, MORETTO, OMIPA, OMSO, PIOVAN, PLAS MEC, RODOLFO COMERIO, SACMI IMOLA, SI-
MA, SIPA, SOREMA div. PREVIERO, ST SOFFIAGGIO TECNICA, TRIA, UNION, ZAMBELLO RI-
DUTTORI. 
 
Amaplast will be at stand E51 in Hall 10. 
 

*** 
 
In 2020 revenues for Italian plastics and rubber equipment manufacturers recorded a drop 
of 11.4% to a total value of 3.9 billion euros.  
 
According to data from the MECS-Amaplast Statistical Studies Centre, the result was caused 
by a contraction in the domestic market (-12.5%) to 1.96 billion euros and by a drop in sales 
on foreign markets (-11.2%) to 2.72 billion euros. A final factor was a 14.3% reduction in 
imports to 780 million euros. 
 
Overall, the year 2021 began in an encouraging manner, though overall forecasts remain 
cautious: a rebound in production and exports is foreseen, although it might be overly opti-
mistic to expect a return to pre-crisis levels within the space of a few months. This will be 
much more likely to occur in 2022. 
 
In any case, affirming a countertrend with respect to 2020, half of the member companies 
that took part in a recent AMAPLAST survey reported growth in orders in the first half of 
2021 with respect to the second half of 2020, albeit to varying degrees.  
 
Growing Chinese demand for polymers to supply increasing local product manufacturing has 
contributed to rising raw material prices and scarcity on the global market. This naturally af-
fects Italian converters, who for weeks now have had to cope with significant provisioning 
challenges. Meanwhile, the scarcity of steel, other materials, and components coupled with 
rising sea freight rates are causes of concern for machinery manufacturers. 
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